
 
WELLTON-MOHAWK IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

MAY 17, 2022– 1:30 P.M. 

 
AGENDA 

 

1. Management of 2022 Water Use - Action 
     

   2. Call to the Public 

   3. Next Board Meeting, June 7, 2022 

  4.      Consideration of Action to go into Executive Session (The discussions and minutes 
           of the executive session shall be kept confidential. The executive session of the Board 

is not open to the public.) 
 
a. Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(3) to obtain legal advice from the                      

District’s legal counsel on any matter listed on the agenda. 
 
            5.     Reconvene in Open Session 
 
            6.     Consideration of Action Regarding Items Discussed in Executive Session 
 
            7.     Adjourn             



Management of 2022 Water Use – Action 

As of May 10, the Bureau of Reclamation forecasts that the District will divert 
428,759 acre-feet, 4,409 acre-feet in excess of the District’s approved 2022 water 
order of 424,350 acre-feet. The District’s consumptive use (diversions less return 
flows) is estimated at 290,332 acre-feet or 12,332 acre-feet in excess of the District’s 
consumptive use entitlement of 278,000 acre-feet. 

Per the 2007 Interim Guidelines and the Lower Basin Drought Contingency Plan, 
the Secretary has declared a Tier 1 shortage for the Colorado River system. Under a 
Tier 1 shortage, the Inadvertent Overrun Program (IOP) is not in effect. Water 
entitlement holders will be held to their approved order and entitlement. In July for 
entities forecasted to exceed either their approved order or their entitlement, 
Reclamation will begin requiring written plans on how the entity intends to reduce water 
use for the rest of the year.  

While much of the year remains, including the monsoon season, the Board may 
wish to consider actions to take in the near term or later in the year to manage the 
District’s water use.  

Steps the District has used or considered in the past include: 

1. Pre-plant irrigation of produce ground for weed germination and tillage
preparation limited to one application.

2. Delivery of water to maintain standing water in a field for any reason, including
seed germination, subbing to root transplant stock, or disease control is
prohibited (still in effect).

3. Delivery of water to establish small grains (wheat) will not be made in the months
of November and December.

4. A compensated program to restrict alfalfa irrigation during the months of October,
November and December if necessary.

5. A hard limit on allowable on-farm deliveries per acre (see attached example for
limits of 6.0 AF per contracted acre of Valley land and 8.0 AF per contracted acre
of Mesa Land).

The Manager suggests that this issue be a standing agenda item for discussion and 
possible action depending on weather and cropping patterns for the rest of the year. 






